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Distinguished participants, on behalf of the Chief of General Staff of the Army and the Commander
of the Joint Operational Command, |, Lieutenant Colonel Igor Manasaovski, Director of the Decisive
Strike exercise, wish you a warm and military welcome at the Training Support Center, Krivolak.

Over the past 16 months, a multinational exercise planning team, in collaboration with the US Euro-
pean Command planners, as well as staff from more than 20 NATO member states and partners, has
structured a set of exercises aiming to demonstrate and valorize the capacities of the armed forces
for projecting operational capabilities, and improving the interconnection, interoperability and inte-
gration of conventional and special units in an international environment.

Our exercise Decisive Strike is a national joint combined exercise for integration led by the Joint Op-
erational Command of the ARM, and its planning is supported by more than 80 officers and NCOs
from the armed forces from the United States, Albania, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Montenegro and, of
course, the Republic of North Macedonia. The exercise is intended to help us synchronize the use of
task forces in coordinated conventional operations and joint and combined operations in an urban
environment. We have the huge training opportunities at our disposal at TA Krivolak, so feel free to
use them. Value the acquired skills, but try to be realistic in identifying the shortfalls and, of course,
the ways in which they can be avoided. This is the place where we should minimize the friction of
war. These identified lessons are the cornerstone on which we should build the success of our joint
operations. The conditions for fulfilling this goal are, putting it mildly, Spartan, but | expect each of
you to present the best of yourself and your unit.

Dear citizens of the Republic of North Macedonia, dear parents, families, relatives, friends, neigh-
bors, the "Decisive Strike" exercise is part of our mutual existence. We are planning to organize
events in several of our municipalities to bring you closer to our sometimes difficult, but noble pro-
fession, regardless of whether we are serving in our Army or in the US Army. We invite you to take a
look of a segment of our everyday life, to ask us difficult questions and of course to see the faces
behind the uniforms and the burden we carry every day - after all, we are part of the people. We will
be honored with the presence of each and every one of you.

Before the start of the exercise, | wish you a lot of sun, lots of rain, lots of wind, lots of dust, lots of
mud, but of course you will all finish the exercise Decisive Strike safe and sound and wiser for anoth-
er positive experience. Stay strong!



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EXERCISE:

The forthcoming national exercise “Decisive Strike” is a national field exercise
with several international participants, which will be conducted between 5 June
and 9 July at the Training Support Centre (TSC) Krivolak. The final outcome of
the “Decisive Strike” exercise will ensure the exchange of knowledge and skills
between the armed forces of the participating countries in order to enhance the
confidence and mutual understanding and thus increase the success in all
future joint operations.

The “Decisive Strike” exercise has been organized and led by a planning team
from our Army, supported by planners from the United States Armed Forces and
4 NATO countries (Bulgaria, Montenegro, Albania, Lithuania).

It is a massive exercise activity, a combined joined exercise, an event that in-
volves around 2700 members of the armed forces from 5 NATO member states
and partner countries and it is the largest exercise ever to be realized in our
country.

The Scenario of the “Decisive Strike” exercise is to demonstrate the readiness
with the use of credible collective defence, including comprehensive planning of
operations, command post exercises, combined field exercise training with live
fire tactical exercises for assessing the units combat readiness.




Exercise participants:

Around 2700 members of the Armed Forces from the following six countries will take partin
the exercise: the Republic of North Macedonia land forces, air force and special forces, the
United States of America (Pennsylvania National Guard, 19th Special Forces Group and US
Air Force), Lithuania and Montenegro with artillery capabilities and special forces from Bul-
garia and Albania.

Eg The Republic of North Macedonia 1300 members of the Army and the Mol;

USA: 1300 participants

W Montenegro: 75 participants with artillery weapons;

i— Bulgaria: 25 participants;
- Albania: 25 participants;
f—

Lithuania: 10 participants.

During the preparation and realization of the “Decisive Strike" exercise, members of almost
all formations of the army will participate in ensuring the combat and logistical support. This
exercise also incorporates the capacities of the Ministry of Interior, as participants in the ex-
ercise and supporting personnel, as well as elements from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Ministry of Transport and Communications, the Customs Administration, the National Coor-
dination Centre for Border Management, the Civil Aviation Agency and AD ELEM. These seg-
ments emphasize the importance of the “Decisive Strike” exercise in a comprehensive na-
tional context.



Purpose of the exercise

The purpose of the exercise is to ensure the synchronization of the available forces and ca-
pacities and verify the tactics, techniques and procedures for coordinated conventional oper-
ations and joined and combined urban terrain operations, in different weather conditions,
and at the same time increase the level of interoperability and integration both between the
conventional and the special operations forces of partner countries, by attesting to the level
of combat readiness and testing the capability for providing logistic support and achieving
optimal sustainability in high intensity operations.

Execise elements:

« The exercise is a controlled activity at an operational level, through a defined command and
control structure.
« Planning the preparation and implementation of joint (different types) urban terrain opera-
tions, including the use of the special operations battle group.
» Establishing interim forces tasked with the integration of partner units for providing com-
mand and control system functionality (C2), as well as for the realization of combined
high-intensity combined operation,
« Synchronization of tactics, techniques, and procedures during the execution of operations
« Integrating the forward observers into the composition of the manoeuvre units
« Verifying the planning of the communication information system and the procedures for
exchange of information,
« Verifying the intelligence procedures for the purpose of conducting combined combat op-
erations,
« Improving the role of logistic sustainability,
« Implementing tactical live fire exercises with integrated possibilities for:

- Rapid deployment,

- React to contact,

- Offensive operations,

- Establish a defence parameter.



WEAPON SYSTEMS AND DEVICES REQUIRED FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE EXERCISE
AIRCRAFT:

F-16 FIGHTING FALCON B52 BOMBER

Mi 8/17 Mi 24
ARMOURED PERSONNEL CARRIERS:

o

STRYKER - " HERMELIN

THE AMMUNITION CALIBER TO BE USED IN THE EXERCISE ACTIVITIES 1S 5.56 MM; 7.62 MM; 7.9 MM; 9 MM,
12.7MM AND 30 MM, AND ARTILLERY AMMUNITION CALIBER 82 MM: 105 MM AND 120 MM, AND CLOSE
AIR SUPPORT AMMUNITION CALIBER 55 MM.
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CIVIL MILITARY COOPERATION

During the exercise, in order to ensure the continuous development of the
civil military cooperation, there will be a a presentation of weapon systems
and equipment in several municipalities:

08 June 2019 Gevgelija,

11 June 2019 Sveti Nikole,

15 June 2019 Kavadarci,

26 June 2019 Radovish and Strumica,
29 June 2019 Bitola,

01 July 2019 Gostivar

05 July 2019 Skopje

Moreover, the following activities will be organized as part of these events:
friendly basketball and soccer matches, providing first aid assistance,
blood pressure checking and blood sugar measuring at the local popula-
tion by mobile medical teams of the US Army, donation of school supplies
in the primary schools in the cities of Negotino, Sveti Nikole and Kavadarci
by the US Army and a clothes donation from the members of our Army to
the center for children with special needs in Negotino.

As part of these activities, the Mobile Medical Treatment Facilities (provid-
ing Basic Preventive Medical Care) will be located in the village of Spruge
and the village of Parnalija, Radovish, on 23 June 2019.



CONTACTS FOR MEDIA COVERAGE

Public Affairs Office in the General Staff
lieutenant colonel Toni Janevski — Spokesperson
Telephone +3892 328 24 59
Cell phone +38970 403 425
Telephone/fax +3892 328 24 61
e-mail: toni.janevski@arm.mil.mk &
decisivestrike@mod.gov.mk

Ministry of Defence
Republic of North Macedonia
Department for communications, analytics and
operational support
Section for Media and Multimedia

Telephone No.: +389 2 328 2487

Follow us on:
http://www.arm.mil.mk
http://morm.gov.mk

@DefenceMKD @arm.mil.mk
@Defence_MKD @ARM_mil_mk

Mumumnctepctso gy arm mil mk
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